
8 things you need to know  about gaza



  

5.	 Media Distortions  
In U.S. publications, especially, there are routine referrals to Israeli “surgical” or “pinpoint” strikes and 
to “targeted assassinations.”  These terms imply a precision that does not exist, and that have resulted 
in extensive civilian casualties.

News reports often refer to the “cycle of violence” as if both sides have equal power and are equally 
responsible for the violence.  The context of the continuing blockade of Gaza and the enormous dis-
parities in fire power and overall control are not mentioned.

Politicians, in the U.S. and Israel, constantly claim that Israel “has the right to defend itself” which is 
dutifully repeated in news reports.  If this is true, does Gaza have the right to defend itself from Israeli 
attack in the same manner? There is a clear double-standard at work. 
 

6.	 U.S. Role  
Israel could not continue this assault if the Obama administration and Congress did not approve it.  In 
fact, President Obama has said, “Israel has every right to expect that it does not have missiles fired 
into its territory.” The Israeli military is using weaponry procured from Boeing, General Electric, and 
Elbit U.S.A., to name a few, purchases made possible by U.S. military aid to Israel.  In other words, U.S. 
taxpayers are funding the Israeli attack on Gaza. 
 

7.	 No Military Solution  
Israel periodically uses its military might as a deterrent to Palestinians in Gaza, the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem to rebel.  But an unjust occupation and subjugation of an entire people cannot be main-
tained by military force alone.  The only long-term solution, for Palestinians and Israelis, is one that 
offers freedom and dignity for all the people of Palestine and Israel. 
 

8.	 Ceasefire and Aftermath  
After 50 days of violence, a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas went into effect on August 27, 2014. 
According to the United Nations, between July 7 and August 26, nearly 2,200 Palestinians were killed 
in Gaza as a result of Israel’s “Operation Protective Edge,” over 500 of whom were children. The UN 
estimates that at least 373,000 children require direct and specialized psychosocial support (PSS), 
while every child in Gaza has been affected by the crisis and will need some level of psychosocial 
support. During the same period, 71 Israelis were killed by Palestinians, including 66 soldiers and four 
civilians, as well as one foreign worker from Thailand. Since August, Israel has repeatedly broken the 
ceasefire by firing on Palestinian fisherman and Palestinians near the security wall that borders the 
territory, killing one man in an incident on March 7, 2015. Following the Palestinian Authority’s signing 
of the Rome Statute in December 2014, the International Criminal Court has launched a preliminary 
investigation into war crimes committed during Operation Protective Edge.
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