Material for discussion in small groups / Israeli narrative: document from the archive

From the Commander in Chief to the Foreign Minister, proposing a response to the UN complaint on the matter of Jaba', Ayn Ghazal and Ijzim. Dated: Sept. 17, 1948

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

General Matters/Operations Branch/Baroch

17 September 1948

To the Foreign Minister

Regarding: 
Jaba', Ayn Ghazal and Ijzim.

A proposal for a response to the mediator's letter from 9 September 1948, on the topic of Decision No. 10

1. 
The matter of the three villages was already discussed in letters FA/6/48 from the first of August and FA/24/48 from the ninth of August. We are amazed at the resurfacing of this issue, as the Count already expressed his support for our position that this was simply a police operation, in his significant report from 30 July 1948 for the UN Security Council.

2. 
If we had known that the observer's headquarters persisted with this discussion, we could have provided all the necessary information in this letter and additional information as well. And done so to prevent them from reaching severe mistakes, charges without merit and distorted rulings. This is another example of the damage that is inherent in their debate, which is made without hearing out the relevant sides. Their ways of judgment have already been criticized in front of the mediator in the last meeting, regarding decisions 3-8.

3. 
It is untrue that the villages sought peace and did not attack traffic. When you write in the decision that the Iraqis aroused them to act against us, there is already the partial recognition in the hostile acts that were based in these villages. 

In the first cease-fire, there were more than a few instances of traffic disturbances and shooting on cars that passed these villages.

June 29: At 01:00, there was firing on our transportation vehicles between Atlit 

 and Tira, from the direction of Jaba'.

June 29: Between 11:00 and 11:30 pm, there was firing on our transportation 

vehicles between Haifa and Tel Aviv, from the direction of Jaba' and  

Ayn Ghazal. In Front of Jaba', the Arabs laid down stone lines as a barricade.

July 1: 
 At 1:00 am a car was attacked with heavy fire between Ayn Ghazal and 

 Jaba'.

Kol Bonda can tell about an incident of firing on a car he was driving, when he had to turn around hurriedly and drive back. 

4. 
On 7 July, two days before the end of the first ceasefire, the crisis happened. During the day there were exchanges of fire in the main road around Jaba'. Around 11:15 am several cars were attacked with machine guns near the village. Two cars went up in flames. A few people were missing. At least three passengers were injured. 
On the same day, 2 UN vehicles were attacked by Arabs and their drivers were stopped. They were released afterwards.

July 6: At 5:00 pm, firing on a car at point 14692289, near Jaba'. Nobody was harmed. At 8:00 pm, there was firing on Hava Hashodit (14632312). On the same day, Mr. Atkes, the chief engineer of the public works department in Haifa and his driver were attacked near Jaba'. Both were captured.

July 7: At 5:00 pm, shots were fired on a car at point 14692289 near Jaba'. During the evening hours, shots were fired on Hava Hashodit.

All of this happened at the end of the first cease-fire, when the UN forces were leaving and packing their belongings, and therefore maybe these things were not brought to the mediator's attention.

Traveling on the main road between Haifa and Tel Aviv became unsafe for ordinary civilian traffic, and we were forced to open an alternative route through Wadi Melach.

5. 
On 18 July, 2 drivers were stopped in this area. The group that went to look for them on 18 July were fired upon, and had to return without them. The body of one of them was found only on July 30, 20 meters away from the main road near Jaba'. The second driver's traces were never found. 

The barricades they put in the first night of the ceasefire, showing that they were never peace oriented. […]
19. 
It is true that a number of homes in the villages of Jaba' and Ayn Ghazal were destroyed. It is crucial to remember that these villages are close to the road. The homes that were destroyed were the homes from which villagers fired on traffic and controlled the road. The destruction was an order by the local commander as a means to prevent infiltration back to the houses and further attacks on traffic.


The conduct of these missions was done according to the Haganah rulings of 1945, which the British legislated and which are still valid. According to these ordinances, it is permissible to destroy houses that are used for military assault. This distraction is a punishment and deterrence. 


The fact that in Ijzim, they surrendered, we did not harm them, is to show that our way is not to destroy without purpose. 

20. 
In Summary: 
1. These villages were rioting.

2. Most of the residents had left before we entered.

3. We expelled only the rioters that remained.

4. Our action was only a police action, and was done in coordination with the UN.

5. The destruction was done in the service of security and in accordance with the laws of the land.


From all that has been said above, the temporary government cannot accept the charges against it and does not see why it should discriminate between these villages, in which people fled because of the Arab invasion, from other villages. The temporary government is of the opinion that the fates of these villagers should not be different from that of other refugees.
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